
Por Release Tuesday 
October 29, 1940 R-1125 

U, S, m.-'AHTMETT OF LABOR 
WAGE AtlD ".OUU DIVISIOII 

'J.ashington 
^l^ACriYi 

riNAL ORAL AROmiENT ON PLTiRTO RICAII YJAC-E SATE ITOTEIIBER 7, 1940 

Final arguments on the recommerded scale of hourly ninimum v/ages for the 

needlework industry, Puerto Rico, will be heard by Colonel Philip B. Fleming, 

Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. Department of Labor, in Room 

3229, U. S. Department ofLabor Building, Washington, D. C. at 10 A.M, on Thursday, 

ITovember 7, 1940, it v/as announced •codda.y at the. close of a hearing on the recom­

mendations. Today's hearing was bezfore Eenry T. Hunt, Principal.Hearings Examiner 

for the Division, but Colonel Fleming- attended as an auditor, Mr, Hunt announced 

tlio-t those at the hearing might file briefs before 4:30 P.M. , November 4, 1940, 

Under a recent amendment to the Fair Labor Standards Act, an investigation 

was .lEide and hearings held by a special industry comnittee headed by Monsignor 

Fra.ncis J. Hp,as. Tho ccmnittee wa.s enpowcrcd to recommend a ninimum wage below 

the present statutory rate of 30 ccntr an hour, provided thr.t such iirvgc rate v/ould 

not give "any industry in Puorto Rico or in the 'V'irgin Islands a competitive 

advantr..gc over any industry in the Unitod States," .....,.,..,,„ ,.,..,,-.,„ ., 

The committee voted these rates for honcv/ork: 12-1/2 cents -an hour for v/ork 

on handkerchiefs, household articles, cotton underv/ear, infants' dresses, needle­

point and tufted rugs; 15 cents an houi' for work on. silk undcrv/o.ar and fabric 

gloves; 18 conts .an hour for v/ork on 1-eatlicr gloves; and 20 conts an hour for work 

on children's, ladies', men's and boys* apparol, 

rpr v/ork in factories, the committee recomnended 20 conts an hour for handker­

chiefs; household a.rticlcs;. children'3, ladies', men's and boys' apparel; cotton 

underwear; infants' dresses; riocdlopoint; tufted rugs; all glovos; and 22-1/2 cents 
an' hour for silk undcrv/car, • ' ' ' p ' ŷ ':"''A -A 

Should Colonel Flening approve tho rccomncnd<ation of the connittee, lie will 
issue a vr.gc order having tho force .apd effect of lav/, 

• " - . •' .- ̂  ''p.':-' # # # • " -,'•-' (6101) 




