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FINAL ORAL ARGUMENT Oi PUERTO RICAN WACE RATE NOVEMEBER 7, 1940
Final arguments on the recommerded scale of hourly minimum wages for the
needlework industry, Puerto Rico, w:ll be heard by Colonel Philip B. Fleming,
Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. Department of Labor, in Room
3229, U, S. Department of Labor Building, Washington, D. C. at 10 A.M. on Thursday,
November 7, 1940, it was announced today at the close of a hearing on the recom-
nendations. Today's hearing was be:Jore Henry T. Hunt, Principal Hearings Examiner
for the Division, but Colonel Fleming attended as an auditor, Mr. Funt announced

that those at the hearing might file briefs before 4:30 P.M., November 4, 1940,

Under o recent amendment to the Fair Labor Standards Act, an investigeation

was made ond hearings held by o special industry comnittee headed by Monsignor
Froncis J. Hoos. The committee wos ermowered to rccommend o~ minimum wage below
the present statutory rate of 30 cents ~n hour, provided that such wage rate would
not give "ony industry in Puerto Rico or in the Virgin Islands o competitive

adventeoge over any industry in the Unided Stotes,"

The comnittec votecd these rontes for homework: 12;1/2 cents an hour for work
on arndkerchiefs, houschold narticles, cotton underwenr, infants! dresses, nccdle;
noint ond tufted rugs; 15 cents an hour for work on, silk underwenr and fabric
gloves; 18 conts nn hour for work on lonther gloves; ond 20 cents an hour for work
on children's, lndies!, men's ond boys? apparel,

For worlk in factorics, the commitbee rceccommended 20 cents an hour for h\ndkcr-
chiefs; houschold nrticles; children's, ladies!, men's n~nd boys' ppparel; cotton

underwear; infants! drcssos' ncedlopoint' tufted rugs; oll gloves; and 22-1/2 cents
en’ hour for silk underweor,

Should Colonel Fleming approve the rocommendation of tho committce, he will
issuc & woge order having tho force apd effect of low,
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